
About oneٮthird of her book is about the ȵractice of discerning 
togetherِ  key corporate practices includeي
Gather and equip the right team of intercessors ٮ 
 s safe to shareټIoster a culture where it ٮ 
  (practice healthy listening behaviors – learner vsِ Ǵudger)
Anchor to shared values ٮ 
 ”Prayers for “indifference ٮ 
  (a desire to only desire Godټs will – as “selˢess as a shadow”)  (a desire to only desire Godټs will – as “selˢess as a shadow”)
Prayers for wisdom ٮ 
 ”zotice without Ǵudging“ ٮ 
  (notice everything relevant to the situation ٮ internal 
  and external ٮ without Ǵudging, at least at first)
Xdentify and work with options ٮ 
Xdentify questions beneath the questions ٮ 
 Seek transformation through conˢict ٮ  Seek transformation through conˢict ٮ 
  (Practice xatthew ו and xatthew ِז׏) 
xaintain confidentiality ٮ 
A commitment to doing the will of God as it is revealed to us ٮ 

Rememberي
 thinkٍٮthink with groupٮt confuse Godټon) ٮ 
 t assume that Christian people agree on what it means toټon) ٮ 
  act Christianly, let alone that they are psychologically and   act Christianly, let alone that they are psychologically and 
  spiritually healthy enough to carry out the agreedٮupon behaviors
 iscernment often takes timeِ) ٮ 
  Xt rarely drops from the skies fully formedِ

Eracticing Discernment Iogether

About twoٮthirds of her book is devoted to ȵreȵarationِ  
creation, and retreatٮPracticing personal rhythms of rest, re ٮ 
Practicing solitude and silence ٮ 
Listening prayer and Scriptures engagement ٮ 
examination and confessionٮSelf ٮ 
 buildingٮA commitment to community ٮ 
  (with a special attentiveness to shared beliefs and values)  (with a special attentiveness to shared beliefs and values)

Eersonal Discernment Eractices

Xn her book, ¨ursuing Godڗs áill Áogether, Ruth Haley  arton 
stresses the importance of both applying personal discernment 

practices and practicing discernment togetherِ
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Humbly take your next steps in faith 
Continue to listen

Do (walking in humble confidence)

Listen to what brought the question to the group
Listen to each other
Listen to pertinent facts and information
Listen to inner dynamics
Practice silence – create space
Reconvene and listen again
Select and weigh the optionsSelect and weigh the options
Agree together
Seek inner confirmation

Go (discerning God’s will together)

Pray for indifference
Test for indifference (search your heart, be attentive to “tells”)
Pray for wisdom (with humble confidence)

Get Set (adopting a listening posture)

Clarify the question 
Gather the right people
Affirm (or reaffirm) guiding values and principles

Get Ready (preparation)

God is the One with the vision for our lives and the church.
It is our job to discover what He has in mind, not to invent 

something He can get excited about.  –Reggie McNeal
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